Congress of the United States
FHouge of Repregentatives

TWashington, WL 20515
November 3, 2009

The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye The Honorable Thad Cochran
Chairman Ranking Member
Senate Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee
Subcommittee on Defense Subcommittee on Defense
Senate Dirksen Office Building, Rm 119 Senate Dirksen Office Building, Rm 119
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable John Murtha The Honorable C.W. Bill Young
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Defense Subcommittee on Defense
H-149, The Capitol 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairmen Inouye and Murtha and Ranking Members Cochran and Young:

On behalf of the millions of Americans touched each year by ovarian cancer, we are
writing to express our strong suppott for increased funding for the Department of Defense
Ovarian Cancer Research Program, We respectfully request that the Conference Committee on
the FY 2010 Defense Appropriations Bill allocate the House passed level of $25 million for the
Ovarian Cancer Research Program (OCRP) in FY10.

One in 71 women will develop ovarian cancer, and less than half will survive for five
years. A woman dies of ovarian cancer every hour. It is expected that more than 22,000 women
will be diagnosed with the disease this year and more than 15,000 women will die from ovarian
cancer in 2009. Adequately funding the DoD OCRP is essential to our country’s fight against
this deadly disease — the fifth leading cause of cancer death among American women. With this
devastating mortality rate, our health care system cannot afford to not increase the Federal
funding for this program; therefore we support the House passed level of $25 million for FY'10.

Since 1998, research conducted through the DoD OCRP has contributed 246 publications
and 274 abstracts, serving to bolster and expand the limited body of scientific knowledge of
ovarian cancer. Perhaps most significantly, the DoD OCRP is responsible for the recruitment of
28 new investigators and the development of nine patents. This wealth of scientific
accomplishments would enjoy significant growth with expanded funding. Consistently, the DoD
OCRP funds less than 15 percent of the successful research proposals due to insufficient funds.

Today, ovarian cancer researchers are still struggling to develop the first ovarian cancer
screening test. With traditional research models largely unsuccessful, the innovative grants
awarded by the DoD OCRP are integral in moving the field of research forward. And while we




recognize that Congress has the difficult job of setting priorities among our nation’s many needs,
with a record of success and a growing core of investigators who are contributing vital
knowledge to improving prevention, early diagnosis, and survival rates from ovarian cancer, the
DoD Ovarian Cancer Research Program is making a difference in the lives of millions of
Americans, including the family members of our active duty military. Thank you again for your
attention to this request.

Sincerely,
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FRANK'R. LAUTENBERG
United States Senator
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ONALD W. BURRIS

United States Senafor

United States Senator United States Senator
M KOM ( /&7 ) Cﬁ/o&?'g\\
HERB KOHL ROBERT P. CASEY, JR.
United States Senator United States Senator
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JOSEPH L. LIEBERMAN KRISTEN E. GILLIBRAND
United States Senator United States Senator
& SHELDON WHITEHOUSE

United States Senator
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DEBBIE STABENOW KAY HAGAN
United States Senator United States Senator




DIANNE FEINSTEIN
United States Senator
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Member of Congress

SANDER M. LEVIN
Member of Congress

LUIS V. GUTIERREZ
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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LOIS CAPPS

Member of Congress

MAZIE K. HIRONO
Member of Congress
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JOHNF. KERRYJ
Umted States Senator

DAN BURTON
Member of Co
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RAUE'M. GRIJALVA™
Member of Congress

JOE COURTNEY
Member of Congress
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CHRISTOPHER P. C Y
Member of Congress

" AOHN 1. HALL
" Member of Congress

RIY K BOUCHER
Member of Congress




DONNA F. EDWARDS
Member of Congress
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FRANK A. LoBIONDO
Member of Congress

COLLIN C. PETERSO
Member of Congress

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS ¢
Member of Congress

WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT
Member of Congress

DELEINE Z.
Member of Congress
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ROBERT E.ANDREWS
Member of Congress

JERROLD NADLER
Member of Congress
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MICHAEL E. CAPUANO
Member of Congress

PAUL TONKO
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

! aé%-——wn—e...r (I

LEONARD LANCE

RON KIND
Member of Congress




EDWARD J. MARKEY PATRICK
Member of Congress Member of Congress

CHRIS VAN HOLLEN MICHAEL H. MICHAUD
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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DONALD M. PAYN
Member of Congress
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CAROL SHEA-PORTER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULT JOHN H. ADLER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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RALPH M. HALL GENE GREEN

Member of Congress Member of Congress




JOE BACA
Member of Congress
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—Tlember of Congress

AUL W. HODES
Member of Congress
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DALE E. KILDEE
Member of Congress

PONNA MAH

BETSY MARKEY
Member of Congress
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Mémber of Congress

Member of Congress

BOBBY L. RUSH
Member of Congress
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ANTHONY D.WEINER
Member of Congress
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EIL ABERCROMBIE
Member of Congress




KEITH ELLISON
Member of Congress

\ . DINA TITUS
S Member of Congress
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MIKE OMPSO CORRINE BROWN

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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RUSH HOLT VERNON J HLERS
Member of Congress Member of Congress

TIMOTHY J. WALZ NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

Member of Congress Member of Congress

‘Member of Congress

BETTY UTTON

Member of Congress

{ JOEN LEWIS
"Member of Congress

ANE HARMAN
\ember of Congress




